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THE END BEGINS

WELCOME TO THE EMBROIDERY WORKSHOP AT THE END OF THE WORLD. WE MAKE
ADORNMENTS AND ACCOUTREMENT FOR THE SURVIVORS. THE COLLAPSE OF CIVILIZATION
BROUGHT WITH IT THE END OF INDUSTRIAL MANUFACTURING. OUR MATERIALS ARE
SOURCED FROM PLASTIC PRODUCTS DISCARDED IN THE EARLY 2020’s, THE TIME JUST
BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF THE END. OUR WORK RECALLS THE DISASTROUS EVENTS THAT
CAUSED THE APOCALYPSE. THE DROUGHTS, THE STORMS, THE FIRES, THE NUCLEAR WAR,
THE METEOR SHOWER, THE VIRUS, UNIVERSAL INFERTILITY, THE EXTINCTION OF THE
GRASSES, AND THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL WITH WHAT LITTLE SUSTENANCE REMAINED.
WE BRING TO LIFE DREAMS OF THE PAST. FLOURISHING GREEN LIFE, FIELDS OF GOLDEN
WHEAT, LIGHT AT THE FLICK OF A SWITCH, AEROPLANES, GLOWING COMPUTER SCREENS,

LIVING ANIMALS, SNOW, OPULENCE, AND BEAUTY.

CHERYL HUTCHENS

My work is usually inspired by contemporary science but The End Begins' sees me take a step
sideways into science-fiction. The themes for this series of work are drawn from texts exploring
dystopian futures and post-apocalyptic scenarios. (see Reading List’) Such stories might once
have seemed extraordinary and impossible but recent history has made apocalyptic disasters
seem just that bit more likely. In this series of work, | draw comparisons between current events and
the beginning of these texts in which news stories often hint at the coming disaster. These works
stitch together ideas relating to apocalyptic futures, fashion history, throwaway culture and make
do and mend. Fashion as a response to events and cultural movements has always interested me

with textile design often providing a form of communication throughout history. The End Begins’

imagines craftspeople making wearable items for the survivors of a civilisation ending disaster and
posits the question: What would they make with the materials we left behind in response to the
Future we might bequeath to them?

READING LisT:

Station Eleven, Emily St. John Mandel
The Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins
The Day of the Triffids, John Wyndham
Death of Crass, John Christopher
Shift, Hugh Howey

The Children of Men, PD. James

The Postman, David Brin

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep, Philip K. Dick
Mad Max, Director George Miller, 1979

Mad Max: Fury Road, Director George Miller, 2015
Children of Men, Director Alfonso Cuardn, 2006
Escape from New York, Director John Carpenter, 1981
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IMAGES LEFT; FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:

‘Sample (Escape from New York), [detail], 2022, Meat tray, milk bottle lids, margarine tub, Play-Doh lid, thread,
345x345x2cm

‘Sample (Poiret), [detail], 2022, Toothpaste tubes, cotton, thread, 34.5 x 34.5 x 2 cm

‘Sample (Electric light), [detail], 2022, Toothpaste tubes, milk bottle lids, infant formula lids, meat tray, shampoo
tube, Play-Doh lids, thread, 34.5 x 34.5 x 2 cm

‘Sample (Plastic rainbow), [detail], 2021, Juice and milk bottle lids, infant formula lid, Play-Doh lids, body wash
tube, ice cream tubs, margarine tubs, custard tub, plastic drink bottles, Tuppaware lid, plastic toy balls, toy
packaging, other plastic packing, cotton, thread, 34.5 x 34.5 x 2 cm

IMAGE ABOVE: ‘Collar panel (Survival is insufficient), 2022, Blister packs, toothpaste tubes, plastic mesh, meat trays,
play dough lids, chocolate box liner, sushi trays, margarine tub, infant formula lid, biscuit packaging, milk bottle
lids, shampoo tube, plastic tubing, make-up packaging, toy packaging, beads, cotton, thread, 87 x 66 x 2 cm.
Image by Grant Hancock
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Many thanks to Julia Robinson, Dr Kay Lawrence, Eleanor Scicchitiano, Steve Soeffky
and Aaron, Ted and Lauren, for their unwavering support and guidance.

IMAGE FRONT COVER: Cheryl Hutchens, ‘Bodice panel (The blight and ruin), 2022 Blister packs, toothpaste
tubes, plastic mesh, meat trays, play dough lids, chocolate box liner, sushi trays, margarine tub, infant formula
lid, biscuit packaging, milk bottle lids, shampoo tube, plastic tubing, make-up packaging, toy packaging,
beads cotton, thread, 87x66x2cm.

IMAGE TOP: Cheryl Hutchens, ‘Forearm Guards Panel (This is the future as well as the past), 2022, blister packs,
toothpaste tubes, meat trays, play dough lids, custard tubs, vanilla essence tube, shampoo tube, infant formula
lid, juice and milk bottle lids, margarine tub, cream tub, lolly pop stick, toy packaging, other plastic packing,
broken toy parts, whisky bottle cap, beads, cotton, thread, 5 1x43x2cm. Images by Crant Hancock.



